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s so polluted that it made him spie more blood” (The Wi Tiger

&
o 3

River Ganga is a source of irrigation for farmer and also used for
domestic and industrial purposes. Moreover, it is a holy river, large
number of people take bath in the river as a part of religious rituals.
On the banks of river, dead bodies are cremated and the ashes are
immersed in the river which according to Hindus, take the soul to the

& heaven, The wood used to bury the dead cause air pollution. A few
—w familics who are not able to afford sufficient wood, burn the bodies
[ partally and dump it into the river which causes water pollution. The
| sr=at river that is worshipped as the goddess is polluted because of
i mdosmial waste and religious offerings. The author through the
; =sreator says, “India is two countrics in one: “An India of Light, and
s= India of Darkness. The ocean brings light to my country. Every
sisce on the map of India near the ocean is well off. But the river
E=ngs darkness to India — the black river” (The White Tiger 8). Balram
|\ ==ied the Ganga River to do funeral rites for his mother. When he
. seached the bank of the river, he smelt a “stench of decaying flesh
" Zeng and a pale-skinned dog was crawling and sniffing through the
" sewis and satin and charred bones” (The Wit Tiger 17). Aravind
S explored the reason for the environmental crisis on the banks

W <iver Ganga and the critical state of the people living near the

- Cenclusion
Sf=, and Nature are interdependent. Literature acts as a tool to
i _ﬁwnﬂnﬂ and create a harmonious bond berween mankind and nature.
. deeodhad Roy, Amitay Ghosh and Aravind Adiga explored the
worecnmental issues and challenges by using ecocritical elements in
S s writings. Preservation of nature from pollution is essential for
U neslond to survive on the earth. Tn aceordance to that, the Indian
' le=ers have used their writing as their tool to explain the impact of
e emerronmental issues and created awareness.
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CHAPTER 8

Ecocriticism and its Perspective:
Interdisciplinary Study of
Literature and Environment

Rayit Sarkar

Abstract

In this paper enfiled “Eco-Criticism”, an attempt is made o discuss
ecocriticism which emerges as separate discipline in the 21st century. ‘Eco’
is a short of ‘Ecology’ which is concerned with the-relationship hetween
living crganisms in their natural environment and their relationships with
the environment. Despite an undeniable development, ecocriticism, by
analogy, has a close link and relagonship between literamire and
environment. [t is absolutsly 4 combinadon of 2 natural science and a
humanistic discipline, Besides interdisciplinary combination of the physical
and the spiritaal can be seen in terms of ccology and ecocriticism. It is
found that the selationship betwszen man and physical environment had
always been interesiing to literary critics. The present paper secks to explore
the ecocrtical perspectives s envisaged in some sclect world literature as
well as Indian writng in English. This eavironmentally odented smdy of
literature brings about an ccological literacy among the readers who in the
process become ecoconscious, thereby taking good care of Mother MNature.

Keywords: Environment, Titeratare, Mature, Ecocddcism, Indian Nowvels,
Mari-nature relationship, Ecological.

Introduction

The word ecocriticism is 2 semi neologism. Eco is short of ecology,
which is concerned with the relatnonships between living organisms
in their natural environment as well as their relationships with that
environment. The relationship between man and nature is not just
interdependent but also interrelated. By analogy, ecocritcism i1s
concerned with the relationships between literature and environment
or how man’s relatonships with his physical environment are
reflected in literature. The term Fcocriticism has a broad area and has
been expressed through many literary genres. Some of the most




